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Todays picture from Røros
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Preface 
(Fortale)

 I do not talk about
searching at Ancestry, 
Family Search etc. (I 
might mention something
from the catalogs), you
are probably better at 
this than I am.
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Law and 
Punishment
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What is 
this all 
about?
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Sometimes in our 
research we find that 
somebody has been 
involved in some criminal 
activity. Can we find 
something about that?

MIGHT ALSO BE QUARRELS OR 
DISAGREEMENTS
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How do 
we know

about
this?

8

 Family histories
 Searching the archives gives

suspicous information
 Search for «Fange» at DA gives

1115 hits

 Information showing up when
looking for something else

 Sombody that should be 
present at the census are away

 Newspaper story
 Internet



Obstacles
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This is difficult, even 
for Nordic people
•Intermediate course???

How do we find the 
case or that there 
has been a case?

How and where 
can we find 
documentation?

How can we 
understand what it 
all is about?



What I will do: 10
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Give an 
overview over 

how things work 
out

Who are 
involved?

What archives 
might be of 

interest?

What 
documents 

should we look 
for?



A couple of 
examples

AT THE END I WILL GIVE SOME EXAMPLES



The 
system 

(universal)
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 The start – somebody has done 
something wrong and it has 
been discovered.

 The investigation
 Papers

 Interogation

 The accusation
 The court procedures
 The appeal
 The final judgement
 Penalties



Who is involved 13
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Iceland

•Syslamaður - fogd
•Bæjarfógeti – fogd 

cities
•Amtmaður -

amtmann

Norway

•Lensmann, local 
police

•Fogd, prosecutor
•Amtmann, 

coordinator 
•Sorenskriver, judge



Who is 
involved
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 Denmark
 Local police

 Fogd – Herred

 Fogd – Birk

 Fogd – By

 Rytterskriver

 Amtmand



Courts
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 Ting – District court

 Local court

 Administered by Sorenskriver / 
Herredsfogd

 Héraðsdómstól

 Lagting – Appeal court (not Iceland)

 Lagmannsrett

 Landsret

 Stiftsoverrett

 Høyesterett – Supreme court

 Overhofrett

 Høyesteret



Forlikskommisjon – Consillation 
board

16
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Ligesom det er en af de behageligste Gjenstande for 
Kongens Ønsker, at kunne, ved mindelige Foreninger, 

see unødvendige og bekostelige Rettergangs-
Trætter imellem Undersaatterne forebyggede; Saa 

har Han, til at opnaae dette Øiemærke, herved 
stiftet en Forligelses-Indretning

As it is one of the most desireable parts of the Kings 
wishes, to be able to, by an amicable settlement to 
prevent unnecessary and costly Court procedures 
between his subjects; thus He has to achieve this 

goal, have introduced a consillation board.



Forligskommisjon
17

 Civilian cases – not criminal cases
 Local (kommune/herred) elected/appointed

court
 Should handle local disputes
 Tried to reach agreement between the parties
 Could in some cases after 1850 make decisions
 When no agreement – referred to Tingretten



Laws and 
Regulations

 Lover
 Forordninger

 Aimed at everybody

 Rescript
 Aimed at authorities

 Recesser
 Laws after negotiations between

King and Council

 Placater
 Short descisions akso by local

authorities

 Resolutioner
 Decision by the king and regjering
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Who 
made

the laws?

 From 1660 The King alone
 Norway after 1814: the Norwegian 

Parlament (Stortinget) (the King 
had to approve)

 Denmark after 1848: As Norway 
 Iceland after 1874: As Denmark
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Frostatingslova (1000-1100)

 Om Stole Fe

 Såleis vitnar og alle 
lovbøker og gjeldande
lov og rett i landet at 
den mann som tek 
annan manns ku eller 
anna gods med 
tjuvshand, han kan 
drepast og døydast kvar 
han så held seg.

 About Stolen Cattle

 Thus witnesses all 
lawbooks and current
law in the country that
the man who takes a 
cow form an other man 
or other goods with the
hand of a thief, can be 
killed and made dead
wherever he is staying.
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Main 
laws

 Christian V Danske og Norske Lov 
(1683-1687)

 Criminalloven Norway 1842
 Borgerlig Straffelov Denmark 1866
 Almindelig Straffelov Iceland 1869
 Straffelov Norway 1902
 Straffelov Denmark 1930
 Straffelov Iceland 1940

 Straffeprossesslover (Laws about
procedures)
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Last 
judgment
with Chr V 
Norske lov
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 Norway's new Criminal Code 
entered into force in 1842, but crimes 
committed before that year were 
punished under the Norwegian 
Code. The Norwegian Code was last 
applied in a criminal case in August 
1862, when 80-year-old Lorentse 
Thomasdatter Vaagen admitted to 
having robbed and killed her friend 
Gunnil Heggelund in Trondhjem in 
1827. She was sentenced to death, 
but the sentence was commuted to 
life imprisonment, and she died in the 
same year.[4]

 Torgrim Sørnes. Ondskap. De 
henrettede i Norge 1815–1876, p. 234

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trondhjem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegian_Code#cite_note-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torgrim_S%C3%B8rnes


Christian 
V still 

Denmark

23

 About the minister
 11. De skulle ej giøre deris 

Prædikener alt for vidløftige, og ej 
dem over een Time forlænge den 
gemeene Mand til Kiedsommelighed 
og dis mindre Opbyggelse, som alt 
for meget paa een gang ikke fatte 
og beholde kand. 

 They should not make their sermons 
too elaborate, and not for more than 
one hour prolong the plain man’s 
boredom and thus less edification, 
and who all too much in one delivery 
can not apprehend and keep.



Jons bok 
still in 

Iceland

24

 47 chapters (paragraphs) still valid
 https://www.althingi.is/lagasafn/

gives list of all valid laws, including
Jons bok

https://www.althingi.is/lagasafn/


Chr. V: 
Book 6 
Misgjær-
ninger 
(misdeeds)
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Lawbooks 
on the 
web

26
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www.bokhylla.no
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Some
lawbooks
available

at 
Norwegian 

National 
Library

 Schou, Jacob
 Chronologisk Register over de 

Kongelige Forordninger og aabne 
Breve samt andre trykte 
Anordninger som fra aar 1670 af 
ere udkomne (25 volumes)

 http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-
nb_digibok_2014050824003
(volume 1)

 Fogtman, Laurids
 Kongelige Rescripter, Resolutioner

og Collegialbreve for Danmark og 
Norge (21 volumes)

 http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-
nb_digibok_2015070848044
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More 
lawbooks

 Mejlænder, Otto
 Almindelig norsk Lovsamling for 

Tidsrummet 1660-1870 (5 volumes)

 http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-
nb_digibok_2013042608045

 Icelandic laws
 Lovsamling for Island (21 volumes)

 http://urn.nb.no/URN:NBN:no-
nb_digibok_2008111303016

 Kongelige bibliotek in Denmark
has also law-books to download
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Documents
that can
contain

information, 
Norway

 Court protocols
 Tingbok

 Justisprotokoll

 Domsprotocol

 Ekstrarettsprotokoll

 Voteringsprotokoll

 Document file
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Find source, Orkdal, Category: 
Legal procedings

31



Documents
Denmark

32

 Tingbog
 Justitsprotokol
 Domprotokol
 Ekstraretsprotokol
 Several more….

 Nothing in estates



ArkivalierOnline – Øvrige 
samlinger
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ArkivalierOnline –
Øvrige – some of

the Archives 
available

34

 Amtsretten
 Forligskommisjoner
 Fængsel, tugt- og forbedringshuse
 Justisprotokoller
 Retsbetjente indtil 1889
 Retsvæsen: dommer og rett efter 

1919
 Retsvæsen: kongens retterting
 Retsvæsen: Landsting og landsretter
 Retsbetjente indtil 1919
 Viborg Landstings Dombøger



Daisy
35

 Search the whole catalog at National Archive in 
Denmark

 https://www.sa.dk/daisy/daisy_forside
 No English
 If you are going to Denmark, you can use this to 

order documents to the reading room
 Links to scanned documents at Arkivalier Online

https://www.sa.dk/daisy/daisy_forside


Daisy
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Give Arkivskaber (Archive 
creator)

37



Select Archive

38



List of document series

39



More series

40



Justisprotokoller - content

41



To Arkivalier Online
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Skjalasafn.is – Iceland
National Archive

43



44
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45

Search Domabækur
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Result
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Eyjafjarðar sysla at Family Search



Timeline
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PunishmentAppealJudgementInvestigationCriminal act



Timeline
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PunishmentAppealJudgementInvestigationCriminal act

Report protocol
Newspaper
Other sources



Timeline
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PunishmentAppealJudgementInvestigationCriminal act

Forhør (interrogation)
Justisprotokoll
Politirapporter



Timeline
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PunishmentAppealJudgementInvestigationCriminal act

Tingbok
Ekstrarettsbok
Domprotokoll



Timeline
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PunishmentAppealJudgementInvestigationCriminal act



Penalties

 Livsstraff (Capital punishment)
 Straffarbeid på livstid (Hard labor for life)
 Første grad: Straffarbeid over tolv men 

ikke over 15 år (first grade hard labor 12-
15 years)

 Andre grad: Straffarbeid over 9 men ikke 
over 12 år (9-12 years)

 Tredje grad: Straffarbeid over 6 men ikke 
over 9 år (6-9 years)

 Fjerde grad: Straffarbeid over 3 men ikke 
over 6 år (3-6 years)

 Femte grad: Straffarbeid på 6 mnd eller 
over, men ikke over 3 år (6 months – 3 
years)

 Fængsel (ordinary prison)
 Bøder (Fines)
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Iceland 
law

57
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Penal
Institutions

 Ordinary prison
 Short term sentences

 Water and bread or ordinary food

 Tukthus
 6 months to life

 3 institutions in Norway

 X in Denmark

 Festningsstraff
 Very hard labour

 Most serious crimes
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Prison protocols Botsfengsel 59



60



61



62



How do we find the
Criminals

 Census with suspicious address
 Reference in other sources

 Newspaper
 Family rumour
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Politi Tidende 64



Journal - Kopibok

 Journal
 Inoming letters

 What has been done

 Kopibok
 Copy of outcoming letters

 Might have an index

 Numbering system
 This letter’s number

 Previous letter’s number

 Next letter’s number
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Numbering
system

 Journal/Kopibok
 Number for previous letter about

the same
 Number for next letter
 Reference to number in kopibok
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Examples



Two examples

 1. From my work with Who Do You Think You Are
 Two people, not married to each others, makes 

childrens

 Treatment by the local administration and court

 Happy ending

 2. Infanticide
 Tragic story about unwanted child

 Death penalty

 Appeals through the system
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My purpose

 Shows how difficult this is
 Involved people

 Available documents

 Most sources not digitized

 Shows some of what you can find
 A lot of details about people, systems, surroundings

 A great part of a family history

 All Norwegian
 Could find similar stories in the other countries

 The examples somewhat in parallell
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Timeline documents
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Starts with churchbooks

72



Kvalifisert leiermaal 2nd time
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Kvalifisert leiermaal 3rd time
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Churchbook case 2
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Dølgsmaal fød Drengebarn



What next?
 There might be 

something in the 
ministers archive

 Sokneprestarkivet

77



What next? 78

 The fogd is 
mentioned, maybe 
we should start there
 Fogdearkivet



The foged 
asks for an 
medical 
examination

79
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Amtmannen Journal



81

Amtmannen execution
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A

F

L

S

D

TI

FO

LR

HR

A – Amtmann
F – Fogd
L – Lensmann
S – Sorenskriver
FO – Forsvarer
TI – Tiltalt
D – Deprtement
LR – Lagmannsrett
HR – Høyesterett



Sorenskriver 
forhør
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Decision by Justice department



Varetektsarresten
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Forsvarer
(Defence) 
appoint-
ment

86
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Court 
procedure

 Documents read
 Accused questioned
 Witnesses heard
 Prosecuting attorny
 Defence
 The conclusions by judge
 Judgement
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The 
Quest-
ions by
Prose-
cutor

88
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Court Vega 1815
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Court 
Røros
1836

90



91

Decision Vega



Translation

 After these procedures are by an unanimous
court decided: that Paulina Svendsdatter, 
Johannes Andersen and Johanna Jensdatter 
Hongset should all be sentenced to death and 
the head of Paulina Svendsdatter to be placed
on a stake. In addition from their estate should be 
paid all expenses with the case including the 13 
spd 12 sh defensor is claiming. By the handling of
this case no unnecesary delays has happened.
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Decision 
Røros

93
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Translation

 Accused Mathias Johnsen Sund and Berith 
Steffensdatter Qvax, has in spite of given 
warnings, continued their offensive life together
and therefore should be placed in Trondheim 
Tugthus, the first for 4 months, the second for 2 
months, and together cover all the costs of the
case including the cost of denfensor and 
prosecutor and everything else the Amtmann find
appropriate.
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End of 
case 
Paulina
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Mathias and Berith
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Conclusion by Amtmann
97

 Paa grund af Sognepræstens anbefalende 
erklæring, og den gjensidige Hengivenhed som 
de angjeldende syner at nære for hinanden og 
som have vedligeholdet sig uaktet de 
Forfølgelser, de i denne Anledning haver været 
underkastede, og da den fornærmede Ægtefelle
nu er død, synes det at være Grund til denne 
Ansøgnings naadigste Indvilgelse, hvortil Stiftet 
tillader sig undedanigst at anbefale Suplikanten.



Translation
98

 Because of the recommendation from the
minister and the mutual devotion the people
seem to have for each other and which has 
lasted through the pursuits they in this case has 
met, and when the offended spouse now has 
died, it seems to be reasons for this application to 
be granted and the Amtmann will propose so.



That’s all!
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www.fkarlsen.net

Thank
you!
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